
Math SOL 5.1 Study Guide 
Place Value, Comparing, Rounding, Ordering Numbers to the hundredths place 

 
1. The PLACE  of a number is where the digit is. 

Examples:   In the number  1,234, 834.987  the 8 is in the HUNDREDS place 
                   In the number  456,743,97  the 9 is in the TENTHS place 

 
2.  The VALUE  of a number is how much the number is worth. 

Examples:  In the number 4, 567,836.845   the value of the 5 is 500,000 
                  In the number 3,765.894    the value of the 4 is 0.004   

 
3.  When COMPARING numbers, line them up so that the decimal points are on top of each other. 
Then compare the numbers to determine which one is greater. 

Example:        1,000.001 
                                                    999.99 

In this example, 1,000.001 > 999.99     because there is a number in the 
thousands place in the top number. 

 
4.  When ORDERING  numbers, line up the numbers by the decimal points to compare them. 
Then place them in order from smallest to largest or largest to smallest.  You first look at the 
whole numbers to the left of the decimal, then the numbers to the right of the decimal. 

Example:            4,788.9 
                                                                 134 .786 

 134.890 
      In this example, the numbers ordered from largest to smallest are: 

4,788.9; 134.890; 134.786 
 

5.  When ROUNDING  numbers, follow these rules: 
If the number you are rounding is followed by 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9, round the number up 
If the number you are rounding is followed by 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4, keep the number the same 

 
Examples:    4,567.89 rounded to the nearest whole number is 4,568.   

The number to the right of the 7 is an 8, so you round up 
       234,567.234 rounded to the nearest tenth is 234,567.23.   

The number to the right of the 3 is an 4, so you keep the 3 the same. 


